New findings on the purification and characterization of an anti-bothropic factor from Didelphis marsupialis (opossum) serum.
We have used DEAE-Sephacel and Sephacryl S-200 to separate protein fractions from Didelphis marsupialis serum capable of protecting mice from the lethal effect of Bothrops jararaca venom. The fractions separated were homogeneous by conventional electrophoresis using cellulose acetate and polyacrylamide; however, they were heterogeneous on PAGE-SDS, showing similar electrophoretic patterns with or without mercaptoethanol. The protein bands obtained were glycoproteins with a molecular weight of 42,000 to 58,000 Daltons.